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Early Space Exploration

 During WW Il Germany ahead In
rocket technology.

e German rockets & scientists used
to start U.S. space program.

e Soviets first to launch satellite
called Sputnik.

« U.S. desperate to catch up In space
race.



Sound Barrier

 Breaking the barrier necessary to
space travel.

 Dangerous, stress on pilot &
aircraft.

 Bell X-1 rocket designed like a
bullet.

« Chuck Yeager 15t man to break the
barrier.



Manned Space Program

e Military had early control of
rocket technology.

e Civilian-run agency createdgss
NASA. NA S/

- A coordinated effort to put
Americans into space.

e Space Race w/the Soviets.




Mercury Program

» First manned space program.

e Single astronaut capsule launched
with ballistic missiles.

 Mercury Seven: all military pilots.
 Heavily publicized — heroes.
e Great risk — rocket malfunctions.
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Mercury 7
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