HELPFUL BACKGROUND

  Treaties become law when proposed by the President and approved by a 2/3rds vote of the Senate. 

  The Constitution of the United States provides that the President is the Commander in Chief of the armed forces. The military has no role in politics under the Constitution. To their great glory the armed forces of the United States have almost always adhered to this rule. The people of the U.S., for the most part, understand this relationship and do not permit the military to intervene in political decisions. But there have been times when civilian control over the armed forces has been tested. The most dangerous crisis was brought on by General Douglas MacArthur, commander of U.S. forces during the Korean War and one of the most distinguished and brilliant American Generals ever to have served in the army. When the Chinese sent an army to help the North Koreans, General MacArthur wanted to widen the war and, for example, use nuclear weapons to neutralize the numerical advantage of the Chinese. President Truman wanted to win the war but he also knew that using nuclear weapons on China could lead to World War III. MacArthur and his position on this issue were very popular in the U.S.; probably, at the time, more popular than President Truman. MacArthur became insubordinate and took steps to widen the war and frustrate President Truman's efforts to bring about a cease fire. President Truman had a simple response, he fired MacArthur. While the move was unpopular at the time, historians now recognize Truman's decision as essential to preserving civilian control over the military and preventing a widening of the War.

Popular retired generals have run for office and have been elected President, among them George Washington, Andrew Jackson, Ulysses S. Grant, Theodore Roosevelt and Dwight D. Eisenhower. But all of them ran for office as civilian politicians and not as generals. Douglas MacArthur tried for the Republican party's presidential nomination but by the time of the convention his popularity had waned.

  During the Cold War there were people on the right wing of the political spectrum who felt that the civilian leaders of the country (from both major political parties) were soft on communism and selling the country out. Certain military men were prominent in these circles. The tension of the times, including the threat from Russia and the fact that each country had hundreds of nuclear warheads pointed at the other, lead to some hysterical pronouncements by these public figures, especially when the government was considering a nuclear disarmament treaty. The inspiration for the book Seven Days in May came from that hysterical rhetoric. 

  The Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT I) began in 1969. In May 1972 President Nixon, on a visit to Moscow, signed treaties limiting the number of offensive missile launchers (Interim Agreement on the Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms) and antiballistic missile systems (ABM Treaty). A second round of SALT talks, called SALT II, lasted from 1972 to 1979. The SALT II treaty of 1979, which imposed specific limits on the numbers of strategic weapons, evoked strong resistance and was not ratified by the Senate until November 1994, after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Nonetheless, the U.S. and the Society Union abided by the terms of the treaty. 

  Since the end of the Cold War the U.S. and Russia have signed several arms control treaties. The U.S. is paying billions of dollars to Russia to ensure that its nuclear weapons are safely destroyed and do not fall into the hands of terrorists.

