
Viruses and bacteria are often grouped together in the same category. However, despite their similarities, viruses and bacteria are extremely different. They differ in size, structure, and function. Their differences are glaring yet often overlooked. In this essay, I hope to leave with a better understanding of not only the similarities but differences between bacteria and viruses.

When people categorize viruses and bacteria as one, they are not that inaccurate. Two key similarities that they share are that they both can cause illness in the human body and both bacteria and viruses replicate, otherwise they would cease to exist. In addition to that, they are both microscopic organisms which are not visible to the naked eye and have multiple shapes. This, however, is where their similarities end.


That being said, viruses and bacteria couldn’t be different. Seeing as it doesn’t carry out life’s functions, viruses are not considered living things although bacteria are. Furthermore, the illnesses caused by viruses cannot be hindered by medicine; however bacteria can be defeated by antibiotics, which disable its ability to produce cell walls. One last difference would be that a virus is a parasite; it must have a host cell to survive while bacteria do not. I hope that this essay has left you with a better understanding of the differences between viruses and bacteria.
